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EssSAY: DAM(N) HOw TIMES HAVE CHANGED...
BYPETER M. LAVIGNE®
INTRODUCTION

Dams and rivers, rivers and dams. Dams hold a special place
in our culture and imagination, a hold so powerful that a four cent
U.S. postage stamp issued in 1960 contained the caption “Conser-
vation” zud pictured a dam as the image of conservation.! Dams
represent man’s (in the strictest sense of gender) triumph over the
human-created evils of both the dust bowl and the Great Depres-
sion of the 1930s.

Over the past seventy years, dams and their impact on the
surrounding environment have come to define many elements of
the physical and cultural landscape in the United States: the
nature and purpose of rivers, America’s positive attitude, cheap
power sources, and the ultimate expression of Manifest Destiny.?

* The author is the Senior Fellow, Watershed Management Professional
Program, Executive Leadership Institute, Portland State University and the
President and CEO of the Rivers Foundation of the Americas. The author
gratefully acknowledges the help of research assistants Hal Nelson, of Portland
State University’s Public Administration and Policy Ph.D. Program, and
Maneesh Varma, of Northwestern School of Law at Lewis & Clark College.
Critical editorial assistance was also provided by Erin Ergenbright; Kevin Coyle,
President of the National Environmental Education and Training Foundation;
Professor John Echeverria, Director of the Environmental Law & Policy Institute
of Georgetown University School of Law; Lynne Paretchan of Perkins Coie,
L.L.P, inPortland, OR.; Andy Robinson, of Northwestern School of Law at Lewis
& Clark College; and Elizabeth Brink, Director of the River Revival Program of
International Rivers Network in Berkeley, CA. Conclusions, interpretation, and
any mistakes of fact are the sole responsibility of the author.

! See Postage Stamps of the United State First Issued in 1960, available at
http://www.1847 usa.com/identify/1950s/1960.htm (last visited Mar. 1, 2005).

? See POWER AND THE LAND (Kino Intll Corp. 1994) for the insightful narration
of two of the documentaries from the classic 1936 and 1937 Roosevelt admini-
stration. The two films, entitled The Plow that Broke the Plain and The River,
were directed by Pare Lorentz and combined with two other films in this colle- -
ction to “provide an accurate, eloquent record of the people and the land of the
United States during the 1930s.” Id.
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